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EASTERN ILLINOIS FOODBANK RECEIVES $45,000 GRANT FROM UNITED WAY OF CHAMPAIGN COUNTY FOR EMERGENCY FOOD ASSISTANCE IN CHAMPAIGN COUNTY

URBANA, Il, (07/18/2023) — Eastern Illinois Foodbank (EIF) today announced a $45,000 grant United Way of Champaign County to acquire food to meet emergency food assistance needs. The program, known as a food fund, will provide funding for staple food items, and is available to EIF’s partner agencies located in Champaign County later this year.
“Every person in our community deserves the opportunity to thrive,” said United Way of Champaign County Chief Impact Officer Beverley Baker. “To get there, we must strengthen the safety net of services that support and lift up our neighbors. Together, our Community Essentials work will help people met their physical needs—food, shelter, healthcare—as well as assistance navigating the complexities of the human service system.” 
Through the food fund, participating EIF member agencies, such as food pantries and feeding programs, will receive a discount toward shared maintenance fees or the purchase price of product ordered from the Foodbank. The program will allow EIF’s partner agencies the opportunity to access more nutritious emergency food.
“We continue to see an increased need in our 18-county service area due to factors such as rising costs and the expiration of emergency SNAP benefits. The Food Fund helps prevent crisis and provide families with more stability,” said EIF President & CEO Kelly Daly. “Our continued partnership with United Way of Champaign County is essential to alleviating hunger in eastern Illinois.”
To learn more about Eastern Illinois Foodbank, visit www.eifoodbank.org.

###

About Eastern Illinois Foodbank
Eastern Illinois Foodbank works to alleviate hunger in eastern Illinois through cooperation with a network of food pantries, agencies and other programs. The Foodbank distributes donated and discounted food throughout an 18-county service area in cooperation with 170 member agencies and programs. Through these agencies, the Foodbank provides meals to more than 53,000 individuals each month. Eastern Illinois Foodbank is a member of Feeding America, Feeding Illinois, and the United Way of Champaign County.
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